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came continuous, only ceasing during sleep. Both patients 
sho wedpositive hysterical stigmata. While in some simple cases 
suggestive hypnotism is effectual, in others on the contrary, all 
therapeutic resources fail. So it was in the author’s first case. 
After three months of varied treatment the patient was unim¬ 
proved. In the second case hypnosis failed. Finally, painting 
the posterior pharyngeal wall with cocaine brought about a 
remarkable and progressive improvement. FREEMAN. 

A Case of Hemor- Doctor Giuseppe Seppili. ( The Gaz- 
trh$es int0 ^ en zette degli Ospedali, May n, 1895). 

' " The patient, a man aged 65 years, 

was stricken with a flaccid paralysis on the right side 
of the face with coma, January 23, 1895. On the 

following morning, there were noticed the following 
symptoms:—profound coma, spasticity and extension of 
the upper and lower extremities of the two sides, con¬ 
jugate deviation of the head and of the eyes toward the right, 
facial paralysis of the right side, myosis, more marked 
on the right side, respiration irregular and arythmic, resem¬ 
bling the Stokes respiration, pulse frequent, temperature 37 0 . 
After four days of bilateral tetanic rigidity of the arms, with 
conjugate deviation of the head and eyes toward the right, the 
patient died. Traces of sugar were found in the urine ; in the 
right gluteal region large excoriations of the skin were found ; 
the reflexes were all abolished. 

At the autopsy there was found in the left hemisphere a 
large hemorrhage which had destroyed the internal capsule, 
the caudate nucleus, and optic thalamus. Small particles of 
coagulated blood were found in the fourth ventricle. The 
cerebral arteries were in a state of diffuse atheroma. 

KRAUSS. 


A Contribution to 
the Subject of Tu¬ 
mors of the Spinal 
Cord. 


With remarks upon their diagnosis 
and surgical treatment, with a report 
of six cases, in three of which the tu¬ 
mor was removed. By M. Allen Starr, 


Journal of Am. Med. Sciences. 

From the cases reported, the author comes to the con¬ 
clusion that the diagnosis of tumor of the spinal cord is to 
be made from some of the early and prominent symptoms, 
among which are, first, pain. This pain, he states, is of a se¬ 
vere neuralgic variety, usually being located at the peripheral 
termination of the nerve. The pain at first is unilateral, but 
later on, when the tumor grows and becomes larger, it is bila¬ 
teral. He differentiates it from the pain of neuralgias and 
neuritis, stating that in neuralgias we have the painful points 
at the exit of the branches of the spinal nerves, and in the 
neuritis we have the tenderness along the nerve trunks. 

Next to pain he gives as a diagnostic symptom, that of 
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compression of the cord by the tumor, producing pain re¬ 
ferred to the periphery, increase of reflex activity, paralysis, 
and loss of sensibility in the segments below the seat of tumor. 
Among other symptoms great increase in the patella reflex 
with ankle clonus was observed ; priapism is common. Later 
in the disease there is present painful spastic rigidity and vio¬ 
lent contractions of the legs. Even when caused by the least 
irritation there is also present loss of control over the bladder 
and rectum, the latter symptoms depending on the location of 
the tumor. 

The author states that in the very last stages of tumors of 
the spinal cord, we have trophic disturbances, with bed-sores, 
which can be recognized from those of a myelitis, by their 
early appearance in myelitis, and late presence in tumors of 
the spinal cord. 

The author states that another important point is the loca¬ 
tion of the tumor, which symptom is carefully discussed. 

Treatment .—In the treatment of tumors of the spinal cord 
the author claims that when the diagnosis has been made early 
enough, the tumor should be removed, the prognosis of such 
removal depending upon the character of the tumor. He 
states that the tumors are either benign, malignant or tuber¬ 
cular, the two latter being found more frequently. He states 
that when tire tumor involves the spinal cord itself, it should 
be left alone. 

The conclusion arrived at from the cases reported seems to 
be that although unfavorable results were obtained, better re¬ 
sults could be had by earlier operation. As tumors of the spinal 
cord bring great suffering to those afflicted, an operation 
should be performed early, even if only to afford relief to the 
patient. G. BROWN. 

Course of:Improve - At the meeting of the Society of Bio- 
nient in Motor Apha- i 0 gy on the 6th of July, 1895, Drs. 
Sla ' Thomas and Roux reported, after the 

study of seventeen aphasic cases, that they had concluded that 
in cortical motor aphasias the course of improvement was as 
follows: The patient first perceives the appearance of the 
word ; then associates together the syllables which form the 
word ; third, the letters which form each syllable of each word, 
and at last the whole word. That is to say, such aphasic 
patients recover the ability to read in exactly the inverse order 
followed by a child in learning to read.— Merc. Med,., July 10, 
1895. MITCHELL. 

“What is the Value E. Gaillord Mason, in a paper upon 
of Operative Treat- this subject, presents conclusions based 
men 111 pi epsy. U p 0n seventy cases collected from con¬ 
temporaneous literature, which reflect with fair accuracy the 



